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and so forth, but, in spite of these efforts, the use of
different languages fosters a stratification of society into
linguistic *'layers", each of which is divorced from full associa-
tion with its fellows even though they may be equal in law.
Here lies an obvious weakness in the structure of the multi-
lingual State and one which cannot be rectified by the imposition
of one selected language. The solution lies in "freedom of
speech", and the development of bi-lingualism rather than
in the forced acceptance of a monotonous linguistic uniformity.
Religion, or more accurately, adherence to an organized
Church, is another human element which has a bearing on
the internal Political Geography of States. Maturely developed
States usually practise toleration in religious matters and, in
consequence, differences in creed exercise little effect on their
organization, but less advanced States may be influenced in
one of two ways. Where the majority of people adhere to a
common faith, such a belief exerts a powerful unifying force
in so far as the shared experiences of its members give rise to
a feeling of "belonging together", which may be carried over
to more mundane affairs. Even so, areas occupied by religious
groups, i.e. of people belonging to one faith, are never exactly
coincident with the territory of a single State. All the great
religions of the world were propagated before States assumed
their present forms, before their boundaries were clearly defined
and demarcated, so that it is not uncommon to find adherence
to more than one religion within a State and, where toleration
is not practised, such differences may give rise to internal
conflict and to external dissension.
It is no part of the political geographer's task to assess the
merits or the demerits of religious beliefs, but he is forced
to recognize that this human element is as disruptive in some
cases as it is unifying in others. Whereas in the Jugoslav State
the clash between Roman Catholicism and the Serbian Orthodox
Church has engendered divergence in outlook as between
Slovenes and Croats on the one hand and Serbs on the other,
the Polish people have been drawn together by the widespread
membership of the Roman Catholic Church in their country.
Again, the apparent inability of the great religious groups of
India to wTork together is proving to be one of the most serious